
Welcome to the first annual report of Beaver Lodge Local 1504!

In 2025, we frolicked with many of you at the 21st Beaver Queen Pageant,

and the Lodge officially became a non-profit organization at the beginning of

the year. Swimming out on our own allows us to have complete control over

the pageant as we will handle all of the financial aspects of staging the event.

We would not have been able to do this without all of your wonderful support

over the years.

The pageant started in 2005 with a small group of Duke Park neighbors and

has gradually grown over the years to a crowd of 700-800 people. Each year,

the creativity of the contestants tickles our tails, and the beaver love that we

feel from the audience makes our hearts soar.

We look forward to June 6, 2026, as we gather together again to celebrate

community and creativity!

peace, love, beaver

Beaver Lodge Local 1504

2025 Board Members

Karin Abell, Jill Anderson, Rachel Cohn,

Alis Hassinger, Greg Palmer

H E L L O  B E A V E R  L O V E R S !
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The Lodge held the 21st Annual Beaver Queen Pageant on June 7, 2025. An

estimated 800 people attended, and the event grossed over $25,000. The theme

“Free to Beave” proudly celebrated individual and collective liberty and reflected

the Lodge’s renewed creative freedom and control over the event.

F O S T E R I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  
Beaver Lodge Local 1504 partnered with Keep Durham Beautiful as the beneficiary of the

2025 pageant and donated $9,000 in pageant proceeds to support the organization’s

mission of ensuring all Durham residents have access to clean, green, and beautiful

outdoor spaces.

In addition to the primary donation, the Lodge provided each entrant with $50 from

pageant proceeds to donate to the local charity of their choice.

Non-Profits Selected: Bike Durham, Doxie by Proxy, 

LGBTQ Center of Durham (x2), Southern Poverty Law Center

C I T Y  O F  D U R H A M  G R A N T  R E C I P I E N T
We are proud to have been selected as a beneficiary of the City of Durham’s 2026

Festivals and Special Events Funding initiative, receiving a grant of $3,310.00. This

award provides a dam strong foundation on which to build the 2026 Pageant and will

help advance our goal of strengthening community engagement and increasing

charitable support for our partner organizations.

O U R  M I S S I O N
T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  L o d g e  i s  t o  f o s t e r  c r e a t i v i t y ,  n u r t u r e

c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  s p a r k  c u r i o s i t y  a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d  o f
b e a v e r s .  T h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  a r t i s t i c

e x p r e s s i o n ,  w e  a i m t o  k e e p  o u r  w e t l a n d s  c l e a n ,  a n d
e n c o u r a g e  a  d e e p e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e

i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s  o f  n a t u r e  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .



B E A V E R  Q U E E N  P A G E A N T  
O N  T H E  B I G  S C R E E N

In August 2025, Elizabeth Miller-Derstine’s documentary short about the

Beaver Queen Pageant entitled “Once Upon a Wetland” had its world premiere

at the OutSouth Queer Film Festival at Carolina Theatre of Durham. The film

highlights two contestants from the 2023 Beaver Queen Pageant and

incorporates archival video coverage from past pageants. Beaver Queens Furrah

Gnawsett-Major and Genie Tailyah co-star and provide narrative context.

“Once Upon a Wetland” won the Best Documentary Short award at Beyond: The

Cary Film Festival and is a part of the Sidewalk Film Festival (Birmingham,

Alabama), The Carrboro Film Festival (Carrboro, NC), The Red Rose Film

Festival (Lancaster, PA), The South Carolina Underground Film Festival

(Columbia, SC), and the Cucalorus Film Festival (Wilmington, NC).

The Lodge sends sincere thanks to the many members of the extended Beaver

Lodge Local 1504 community who helped finance the film.



2025 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Donations/Votes
$9,143

Sponsorships
$8,570

Merchandise &
Locopops Sales

$5,143

In-Kind
Board

Donations
$2,277

Pageant Beneficiary Donation Pageant Expenses Merchandise & Locopops

Non-profit Expenses Contestant Beneficiary Donations

Credit Card Processing Fees

$9,000

$4,693

$3,057

$1,851

$250 $203

T O T A L  I N F L O W S  $ 2 5 , 1 3 3

T O T A L  O U T F L O W S  $ 1 9 , 0 5 4



B I G  T H A N K S  T O  O U R
2 0 2 5  S P O N S O R S !

V E R Y  I M P O R TA N T  B E AV E R S
A C M E  P L U M B I N G  

VA G U E LY  R E M I N I S C E N T  

P E A C E  L O V I N ’  B E AV E R S
C E N T E R  S T U D I O  A R C H I T E C T U R E

G  C R A B T R E E  S PA C E S  
I N H A B I T  R E A L  E S TAT E  

U R B A N  TA I L S  

PA G E A N T  J U D G E S
D U K E  PA R K  N E I G H B O R H O O D  A S S O C I AT I O N  

F O U R  O V E R  O N E  D E S I G N  
W I N E  A U T H O R I T I E S

D A M  F I N E  F R I E N D S
A R C A N A  -  B L U E S T E M  C O N S E R VAT I O N  C E M E T E R Y

B U I L D S E N S E  -  M E R G E  R E C O R D S

S T I C K  S TA R T E R S
S T O N E  B R O S .  &  B Y R D  -  T I N D E R  B E AV E R  -  A N D R E A  A N D E R S O N  -  F U R R A H

G N AW S E T T- M A J O R  -  S T E L L A  S PA C E B E AV E R  -  PA I N  F O N D A  -T H E  M C C O R M I C K
T E A M  -  B I L L  A N D E R S O N  - E L L E N  F R E E M A N - LY N D E

C O N T E S TA N T  L O V E R S  ( I N  K I N D  D O N AT I O N S )
D U R H A M  C O - O P  M A R K E T  -  E A S T  C O A S T  G R E E N W A Y  A L L I A N C E  -  FAT E  &

F O L K L O R E  -  F R E E M A N ’ S  C R E AT I V E  -  M E R G E  R E C O R D S

T H A N K  YO U  F O R  YO U R  S U P P O R T !



Thank you to our 2025 Contestants!

except this “contestant”
no thanks to this loser

L A DY  V I O L E T  B E AV E R T O N
B E A V E R  Q U E E N   

M A D A M E  R A S P B O O T Y N
P E O P L E ' S  C H O I C E  

B E S T  T A I L  A N D  C O S T U M I N G
M O S T  S A G A C I O U S

C A PTA I N  E L L E R B E  &  B U C KY
M X .  H Y G E N I A L I T Y  

B E S T  S T A G E  P R E S E N C E

I N A  G N AW T E N
B E S T  T A L E N T

D O N A L D  S T U M P
B I G G E S T  L O S E R  



W A N T  T O  B E  I N V O L V E D ?  
O F  C O U R S E  Y O U  D O !

H E R E ’ S  H O W !

O P T I O N  1
B E  A  B E AV E R  Q U E E N  PA G E A N T  C O N T E S TA N T !

S I G N  U P  B Y  S C A N N I N G  T H E  Q R  C O D E
O R  V I S I T I N G

b i t . l y / B Q P c o n t e s t a n t i n t e r e s t
( c a s e  s e n s i t i v e ! )

O P T I O N  3
B E  A  PA G E A N T  S P O N S O R !

c o n t a c t  T h e  L o d g e  a t  l o c a l b e a v e r l o d g e @ g m a i l . c o m  

O P T I O N  4
V O L U N T E E R  T O  H E L P  W I T H  T H E  PA G E A N T !

c o n t a c t  T h e  L o d g e  a t  l o c a l b e a v e r l o d g e @ g m a i l . c o m  

O P T I O N  5
L I K E ,  C O M M E N T ,  S H A R E ,  S U B S C R I B E / F O L L O W

U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A !

I n s t a g r a m  -  B e a v e r Q u e e n D u r h a m
F a c e b o o k  -  B e a v e r L o d g e L o c a l 1 5 0 4

Y o u t u b e  @ B e a v e r L o d g e
B l u e s k y  @ b e a v e r l o d g e 1 5 0 4 . b s k y . s o c i a l

O P T I O N  2
AT T E N D  T H E  PA G E A N T  

A N D  B R I N G  E V E R YO N E  W I T H  YO U !
T h e  2 0 2 6  P a g e a n t  w i l l  b e  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e  6  !t h

https://www.facebook.com/BeaverLodgeLocal1504/
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